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Hello Heathfield Students! As you will see from the photo above – we really were 
having a good time this time last summer and we plan to again next year. In the 
meantime, we want to keep memories alive. We are sending this to students who 
came in 2019 and to girls booked for 2020, many of whom are already rebooked for 
2021. We know that new girls will not know the students and staff here but we hope it 
will give you an idea of what so many people call our Heathfield family.  

Here are news, messages and photos from Student Helpers and Assistants and from 
staff, with a selection of photos of summer 2019 at the bottom. We hope you enjoy it all 
and for you overseas girls, here is some good English practice! Remember you can 
see more photos and films in our Summer Fun pages: 
https://www.heathfieldsummerschool.co.uk/summer-fun/ 

Staff News 

Welcome to Heathfield baby Eric Nicholas Valner – the 

son of our wonderful husband and wife team, Andy and 

Allison, Summer School Activities and Summer Camp 

Directors. Eric was born in May and he and his mother 

and father are all doing well. You will also spot the 

familiar face of Ajax, their dog! 

And we are delighted also to announce that teacher Katie 

is expecting a baby in November with her Italian husband 

Luca. We also have weddings –  Igor, activities star and 

filmmaker, is marrying Laura. Helen H who ran both 

summer school and camp activities in the 10 years she 

was with us is marrying Ben.   

https://www.heathfieldsummerschool.co.uk/summer-fun/


Congratulations to them and to Marina who starts a new teaching career in Hong 

Kong and Solène who will be starting a nursing job in Canada very soon! 

In early February Helen, Alan and Poppy travelled to San Sebastián to meet up 

with Joe, David and Abi who live and teach there. Some of you older students 

might also recognize former teachers Lizzi and Ed – Ed is now a qualified doctor!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Messages to you from the Student Helpers and Assistants 

Hello, I am Alejandra and I have been attending Heathfield Summer 

courses for six years now. I remember the first year my parents told me I 

was going to spend three weeks in Heathfield, I was terrified and 

nervous...and now I am very excited becoming a Helper next year. The 

opportunity of attending Heathfield during the summer means new 

friendships, new cultures, new sports, new 

activities...an endless list of new and 

enjoyable things you could never imagine. 

But not only this, it also implies new 

challenges as last year Heathfield gave me 

the opportunity of creating a show for 

summer camp girls to perform. 

Heathfield has taught me many things about 

myself, and this encouraged me to go to the 

USA to study. This was a really great 

experience and I had the opportunity of doing 



lots of new activities, for example being part of the alpine 

ski team and going to American football games as you can 

see in the pictures. 

Heathfield has made me grow as a person and whenever 

summer is coming up I think of it as part of me. I can’t 

wait for next summer to be there again. -Alejandra (Spain) 

 

For the past 6 years, without a doubt, Heathfield has been the absolute 

highlight of my summer. Each year, I have loved seeing the friends I have 

made over the years and also making new ones - I would never have 

thought that I would have made so many amazing friends from all over 

the world. Here I am with my friend Caoimhe. From cookery to canoeing, 

jewellery-making to water fights, all of the activities are so much fun. 

But my favourite would be dancing in the shows at the end of the week. 

There is no other place like Heathfield where I have laughed and smiled 

so much, and I have thoroughly enjoyed 

every minute of it, apart from saying 

goodbye to everyone at the end! I was so 

sad to hear that Heathfield had to be 

cancelled this year, However, I am even 

more excited now to return next year as 

a Helper…I know it will be better than 

ever! -Tilly (England) 

 

Hi everyone! After attending Heathfield Summer Camp for all my 

summers for as long as I can remember, it makes this summer feel even 

more empty and dull. I really miss 

spending time with my large 

worldwide family! I miss my 

action-packed evenings full of 

different activities and here is a 

picture of my performance in the 

Talent Show last summer. I can’t 

wait till next year where I get to 

see everyone again and to make 

new and interesting friends. I am 

so excited to become a Helper, 

helping students and campers next 

year experience the fun I’ve had. 

Abi (England)  



I came to Heathfield for the first time when I was 12 years old. I had a 

magical summer there and since then, I’ve come back every year and 

Heathfield has become my home away from home. My dream at that time, 

probably inspired by the Harry Potter books, was to live in England at some 

point. I therefore needed to learn more about its culture and, more than 

anything, improve my English. Heathfield helped me accomplish all of that. 

Not only did I improve my language and communication skills, thanks to 

the great teachers and being immersed in an English-speaking 

environment, but I also 

learnt more about the 

country itself. Throughout 

the years it has simply 

become natural to speak in 

English and my experiences 

and skills acquired in 

Heathfield, amongst other 

things, led me to apply to 

University College London 

where I am now a first-year 

student and here I am 

meeting up with Ellie in 

London. Heathfield helped 

me realise my dream of actually living in England. Last year I transitioned 

from being a student to the role of Student Assistant. It was a very 

fulfilling experience as I greatly enjoyed having more responsibility and 

being in touch with the students as well as with other staff members. I 

can’t wait to come back to Heathfield next year and continue this journey! 

-Julia (Switzerland) 

 

Hi girls, I am so sad to not be coming back to Heathfield this year due to 

the pandemic. I think it is safe to say that Heathfield has been a 

highlight of everyone’s summer for many years and I will miss our big 

international family created each year. I will 

miss everyone’s smiling faces and willingness 

to make friends no matter their nationality. I 

cannot wait to come back and see you all. I 

have started to do some art during the 

lockdown as well as lots of exercise such as 

velodrome racing – that’s me on the left in 

the photo! I hope you and all you family are 

keeping safe and are well. -Emily (England) 

 

 



Messages to you from staff 

 

Hello everyone! I hope you, your friends and family are all 

healthy and safe. The virus has changed our lives and the 

world, but soon enough, things will get back to normal, I 

hope. Here in Coimbra, we have been home since March. 

Vicente is now 6 years old and Camila just turned 6 

months and it's been great spending more time as a 

family. Sadly, this summer will be different without 

summer school and we won't be able to see our 

Heathfield family, students and friends...But soon enough 

we will all be together again, making more Heathfield 

memories. I wish everyone a safe and happy year and 

hope to see you all again in July 2021! Hugs from 

Portugal! -Patricia, Ricardo, Vicente and Camila.  
 

I was so saddened Heathfield wouldn't be able to go ahead this year, and I hope 

that all of you know how often you are in my thoughts. Even though it was only 

my first year, it is safe to say that you all made a huge impression on me. Your 

bravery in travelling somewhere new and unfamiliar, your welcoming spirit to all 

those that were new (including me), and your excitement and eagerness just to 

give everything a go - I found it so inspiring, and it makes me want to return to 

Summer School & Summer Camp so much. Most of all I miss being able to play 

music with you, and playing my guitar hasn't been the same since. But in the 

meantime, I have been trying to keep busy. Happily, I've been able to work with 

Emma, for her project called Sussex Writes at Sussex University. I look forward 

to seeing you all again so much, and until we meet I send my warmest wishes 

along with a Haiku, a short poem just like the ones some of you wrote with me 

last summe,r and  which sums up how I feel at the moment. -Georgina 

 

 

Many miles outstretch  

Between us, yet mark no space  

In my memory  



 

Hi Girls! I have to say I will miss you all so much this summer. I have not had a 

summer without Heathfield for as long as I can remember. I have just finished 

my first year of university at Queen Mary’s University in London. Julia, Ellie and I 

are studying in London which has been lovely as we have had the chance to 

see each other and carry some Heathfield 

memories through the year with us.   

 Remember that once your heart is at 

Heathfield it never leaves and no distance 

can change that. Best of luck with the year 

ahead and I am looking forward to seeing 

and hearing from you soon. Here is a picture 

of me, Alex H and some other familiar friendly 

faces for you! – Mariam 

Hi girls, I am so sorry that we are unable to be 

together again this summer and I know that I 

will miss being at Heathfield with my friends 

and all of you.  I love being able to spend the summer getting to know everyone, 

playing sports and visiting sites around England (as well as putting on the 

shows of course). I am sure that next year will be even more special because of 

this and we will have lots of fun!  

This year, I am teaching full time at a school quite similar to Heathfield and I have 

absolutely loved it.  During lockdown, I  decided to try learning Arabic! it is much 

more challenging than I thought it would be but I will continue to work on it 

ready for Heathfield next year when I can put it into practise! -Alex H 

 

Hello to you all wherever you are around the world. Here is a picture of me and 

my sons not long after Heathfield on holiday last year in Ha Long Bay, Vietnam & 

then a photo of Alex in Siem Reap, Cambodia wearing a Heathfield t-shirt!! 

All the best and looking forward to all three of us being with you all in 202.1    -

David  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Joe and the teaching team also send best wishes and to remind you of their 

smiling faces here is a picture of them all, followed by some special words from 

Jez who has reflected on what is happening this year and sent a photo of early 

morning in countryside beyond Ascot. 

 

 

Lockdown has given me a growing 

appreciation of the beauty of 

nature around – without going far - 

and of the links between 'nature' 

and 'learning'. I also have a growing 

understanding of what words 

actually mean in real life & not just 

on the pages of a book. An 

example is the word ‘solidarity’ 

which, in recent months has taken 

on much clearer meaning for me. I 

had never noticed the word 

‘solid’ inside the word, until 

recently when solidarity has become 

so important to us all. -Jez 

  



 



 


